God’s grace alleviates our fear of loss of value and dignity. Our flesh and our culture
demand that we find our value and dignity in our material wealth. But we are freed
from this bondage and are now being conformed to the image of Christ. Once again,
Jesus is our example. In His incarnation Jesus was “born in a low condition.” In His life
on earth He underwent “the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death
of the cross” (WSC 27). Jesus voluntarily assumed a lower status. So, in following Him
we do the same. We give that which we possess even when it requires that we assume a
lower station in the eyes of the world (Phil. 2:6). We trade bigger cars, homes, and
bank accounts for the work of God’s kingdom. The riches we possess we give away as
needed for the kingdom because Christ’s goals have become our own — His gracious
giving has become the pattern for our lives, and His everlasting inheritance has become
our reward (1 Peter 1:4).

God’s grace blesses our giving with righteousness. Christ calls us to see our giving in
terms of “sowing” and “reaping” (2 Cor. 9:6). We are to view our money as “seed” en-
trusted to us from God. He intends a portion of this seed to be sown in the service of
His kingdom to generate gracious spiritual fruit — a “harvest of your righteousness” (v.
10). We sow money at the grocery store to reap an immediate harvest of food. We sow
money to provide for our children’s needs. We sow money in investment accounts to
reap (so we thought) future gains. Paul says that we are to sow money for the kingdom
of God as well. And, just as in every other type of sowing, we will reap according to
what we sow (v. 6). In contrast to so many of our other financial investments, our in-
vestments in God’s kingdom always bear fruit. God grants a harvest of righteousness
when we give. He conforms us to Christ, the ultimate giver. Our giving results in praise
to God for those who receive the gift, either directly or through the ministry of another.
This harvest of righteousness is part of an enduring righteousness (v. 9), which lasts
forever. We have a cheerful satisfaction in knowing that our investment in God’s king-
dom will bear fruit according to His promise.

God’s grace is able to meet our future needs. We fear that if we give to the kingdom of
God we will jeopardize our future (or our children’s future). We need not fear because
God is sovereign. Paul reminds us that God is the one who supplies bread for food. He
knows our need for daily sustenance. He will provide for us to have enough for our
own needs and still have something to share with others (vv. 9-10). We need not fear
the future. God’s grace abounds to provide for us.

We are made in Christ to give. As Calvin says, “For as we are not born for ourselves
merely, so a Christian man ought neither to live to himself, nor lay out what he has,
merely for his own use.” Start giving regularly and bountifully to the kingdom of God.
When you give you will feel His pleasure, for “God loves a cheerful giver” (v. 7).

James L. Harvey, God Loves a Cheerful Giver, 2009, tabletalk magazine August
2009, https://tabletalkmagazine.com/article/2009/08/god-loves-cheerful-giver/
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God Loves a Cheerful Giver

I love the movie Chariots of Fire. Now over twenty-five years old, the movie remains a
compelling testimony of God blessing the faithful use of our gifts and talents. The film
chronicles the life of Eric Liddell, a Scottish missionary who was an Olympic-caliber
sprinter. At one point in the movie Eric discusses his love of running with his sister Jen-
nie. She is concerned that running is interfering with his call to the mission field. Juxta-
posing his own sense of purpose to serve with his love of running, he says to Jennie: “I
believe that God made me for a purpose, but He also made me fast, and when I run, I
feel His pleasure.” When we use the gifts God gives us for the purpose He intends, we
do indeed feel His pleasure. Eric Liddell was made to run. We have been made—made
new in Christ (2 Cor 5:17)—to give. When we use our money as God intends, giving a
generous portion to His kingdom work regularly, we will feel God’s pleasure because
we are doing what we are made to do. When we feel pleasure in giving, we will be
cheerful givers. Paul tells us that God loves a cheerful giver. The beauty of the gospel is
that God supplies the grace to achieve in us the very thing that He loves. God provides
grace to us that we might give cheerfully, feeling His pleasure.

God’s grace abounds to us in every good work of giving (2 Cor. 9:8). Our Father’s ulti-
mate goal for us is that we be conformed to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29). Jesus is
the supreme example of a cheerful giver. So when Paul urges the Corinthian church to
support their impoverished brothers and sisters in Jerusalem, he turns to Jesus’ exam-
ple: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor.
8:9).

God loves a cheerful giver because those who feel pleasure in giving display the glori-
ous grace of His Son. His grace abounds to us in giving because in the act of giving we
are being moved toward the image of Christ. Every time we give to a kingdom work,
we can know a joy and peace in entrusting ourselves to the grace of our Father and be-
ing moved by grace toward the image of His Son. We shall not trade this joy for all the
riches in the world.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Welcome to Providence Bible-Presbyterian Church! If you are a visitor here,
please fill in the visitor's card so we can get in touch with you! Please also
stay behind for fellowship and refreshment.

2. If you would like to know more about today’s message or the Christian gospel,

please feel free to approach Pastor Weng or Rev. Edward Paauwe.

. There is Youth Bible Study and Catechism Class today.

. There is no ladies’ Fellowship this Tuesday.

5. There is a church picnic planned at 10:30am on Saturday, 7th March. All are wel-
come, especially if you are new to the church. Venue: Cobbler Creek Park.

W

MEMORY VERSE
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful. (Psalm 116:5)

WCF SHORTER CATECHISM

Q. 60: How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?

A. The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that day, even from such
worldly employments and recreations as are lawful on other days;[1] and spend-
ing the whole time in the public and private exercises of God’s worship,[2] ex-
cept so much as is to be taken up in the works of necessity and mercy.[3]

[1] Exodus 20:10; Nehemiah 13:15-22; Isaiah 58:13-14, [2] Exodus 20:8; Leviti-
cus 23:3; Luke 4:16; Acts 20:7, [3] Matthew 12:1-13

NEXT LORD’S DAY (01/03/2020)

TITLE RESPONSIVE READING/TEXT MESSENGER

Trusting God No Matter What | Pgalm 11-12/Habakkuk 3:16-19

Pastor David Weng

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS & NEXT LORD’S DAY (24 Feb 2020-01 Mar 2020)

DATE MEETING/ACTIVITIES TIME & VENUE
Tues 25 Feb Ladies’ Fellowship Postponed
Wed 26 Feb Prayer Meeting 7pm, 169 Brougham Dr, Valley View
Sun 01 Mar Sunday Worship Service 3pm, Church
Sun 01 Mar Children’s Sunday School 3:30pm, Church
Sun 01 Mar WCF Shorter Catechism Class S5pm, Church
Sun 01 Mar Youth Bible Study S5pm, Church

LAST SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS (16th Feb 2020)

Sunday Service Attendance | 28 [ General Offerings $315.00
Mission Fund $40.00
Direct Deposit $3500
Building Fund Total: $1,630.30

PRAYER ITEMS & SUPPLICATIONS

1. Thanksgiving: For God’s providence, protection and provision in the past week.
Pray for forgiveness of sins, our personal walk with the Lord and growing in
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Rev. & Mrs. Edward Paauwe
(Adelaide), Eld & Mrs. Elder George Foong (Singapore)

2. Pray for the Australian government to rule our country with justice and equity
and for God’s guidance in the parliament.

3. Pray for God’s protection upon Israel and the salvation of the Jews.

: Pray for the escalating persecution of Chinese house church Christians across
China. Also pray for the persecuted Christians around the world.

5. Pray for Hong Kong’s situation be resolved and for protection for Christians.

: Pray for the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak in China and around the
world, especially for recovery and developing its cure.

7. Pray for missionaries around the world for protection, provision and for God’s

grace in the ministry and guidance: Rev. Sun Sohka, Mrs. Nam Soon and family
(Faith Church, Phnom Penh), Pastor Kimhak and family (Bak Deng Village,
Phnom Penh), Evangelist Juniar and Helmi (Nusa Tenggara Timur), and Brother
Haiseng Lim (Melbourne).

8. Pray for those who are involved in the ministry of Providence B-P Church this

year: the Pulpit, Scripture reading, music ministry, ushering, logistics & PA,
Children’s Sunday School, Wed Prayer Meeting, Chinese Bible Study, Youth
Bible Study, Ladies Fellowship, church bulletin, evangelism and etc.

9. Pray for evangelistic work and outreach in and around Sefton Park.

10. Pray for the Gospel Sunday on Sunday, 29th March. Speaker: Deacon Kevin

Low.

11. Pray for students: Pray for Jamie Kellie (Uni), Jiawei, Bach Zhao & Evelyn Yeo

(Foundation Year). Pray for primary and secondary students.

12. Pray for the salvation of family members, loved ones and friends.

i 13. Pray for those who are distressed over various issues in life and are discouraged

for different reasons.

14. Health and healing: Rev. & Mrs. Edward Paauwe, David Paauwe, Michael No-

ble, Bro. Kuan Pang Loh (Singapore), Pastor Kimhak’s father (Phnome Penh) &
others.
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Is God Fair? L& »\-F54?
Habakkuk 1:12-2:5 222454 1:12-2:5

I. How can God use the Babylonians to punish the people of Judah?
(1:12-17) £ & 4 4 A b AR FHRIRAA? (—F 12-17)

A. God is sovereign over the nations (verse 12) L £ £ & £ L4y
(=% 1279)

od is holy cannot tolerate wrong. (verse 13) L Z F &6, T
ﬁ%é}»@zﬁ%% (—% 139)

I1. God’s response to Habakkuk (Habakkuk 2:1-5) L 3494 258 69 &
B(=F 1-57)

A. God’s answer awaits an appointed time (verses 2-3) £ 49 B & & /£ 45
A2 Rk, (ZF 2-3F)

B. Babylonians’ actions are not justified in God’s sight. (verses 4-5)
EHAE AT A E LRIRER TN ES, (ZF4-57)
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Is God Fair? L&/ F57?
Habakkuk 1:12-2:5 % 24P 1:12-2:5

I. How can God use the Babylonians to punish the people of Judah?
(1:12-17) £ & 28648 A b AR FHIHLAA? (—F 12-17)

A. God is sovereign over the nations (verse 12) L+ & £ & £ L&)
(—% 1279)

B. God is holy cannot tolerate wrong. (verse 13) £ & X6, HR

RELREEZ (—% 139)

II. God’s response to Habakkuk (Habakkuk 2:1-5) _E = 3 % & 5 69 =
B (=F1-57)

A. God’s answer awaits an appointed time (verses 2-3) £ 49 = & & /£ 45
RG] Bk, (=3 2-3 )

B. Babylonians’ actions are not justified in God’s sight. (verses 4-5)
EHAANIT AL LFREZRNEN, (ZF457)



