In the fullness of time, God the Father sent His Son to enter this fallen world on a mission to
redeem His ]ﬁeo le. He was born of a virgin, without a sin nature, to live a sinless life. Jesus was
born under the divine law so that He would fully obgy it on behalf of disobedient sinners who
have repeatedly broken it. This active obedience of Christ fulfilled all the righteous demands of
the law. By keeping the law, the Son of God achieved a perfect righteousness, which is reck-
oned to believing sinners so that they are declared righteous, or justified, before God.

This sinless life of Jesus further qualified Him to go to the cross and die in the place of guilty,
hellbound sinners. On the cross, Jesus bore the unmitigated wrath of the Father for the sins of
His ﬁ)eople. In this vicarious death, the Father transferred to His Son all the sins of all those who
would ever believe in Him. As a sin-bearing sacrifice, Jesus died a substitutionary death in the
Blace of God’s elect. On the cross, He propitiated the righteous anger of God toward the elect.

y the blood of the cross, Jesus reconciled the holy God to sinful man, establishing peace be-
tween the two parties. In His redeeming death, He purchased His bride—His elect people—out
of bondage to sin and set her free.

Jesus’ death did not merely make all mankind potentially savable. Nor did His death simply
achieve a hypothetical benefit that may or may not be accepted. Neither did His death merely
make all mankind redeemable. Instead, Jesus actually redeemed a specific (}it)eople through His
death, securing and guaranteeing their salvation. Not a drop of Jesus’ blood was shed in vain.
He truly saved all for whom He died. This doctrine of definite atonement is sometimes called
limited atonement.

EFFECTUAL CALLING

With oneness of purpose, the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit into the world to apply this
salvation to those chosen and redeemed. The Spirit came to convict the elect of sin, righteous-
ness, and judgment and to turn to the Son all whom the Father gave to Him. At the divinely ap-
pointed time, the Spirit removes from each elect person his unbelieving heart of stone, hardened
and dead in sin, and replaces it with a believing heart of flesh, responsive and alive unto God.
The Spirit implants eternal life within the splrlguallﬁ dead soul. He grants the chosen men and
women the %1fts of repentance and faith, enabling them to believe that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Suddenly, all things are made new. New life from the Spirit produces new love for God. New
desires to obey the Word of God produce a new pursuit of holiness. There is a new life direc-
tion, lived with new passion for God. These born-again ones give evidence of their election with
the fruit of righteousness This call from the Spirit is effectual, meaning the elect will certainly
respond when it is given. They will not finally resist it. Thus, the doctrine of effectual calling is
sometimes called the doctrine of irresistible grace.

PRESERVING GRACE

Once converted, every believer is kept eternally secure by all three Persons of the Trinity. All
whom God foreknew and predestined in eternity past, He will Elori y in eternity future. No be-
liever will drop out or fall away. Every believer is firmly held by the sovereign hands of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, never to be lost. None of Jesus’ sheep for whom He laid down His
life will perish. The Holy Spirit permanently seals in Christ all whom He draws to faith. Once
born again, none can ever be unborn. Once a believer, none can ever become an unbeliever.
Once saved, none will ever be-come unsaved. God will preserve them in faith forever, and they
will persevere until the end. Thus, the doctrine of preserving grace is often called the doctrine of
the perseverance of the saints.

From beginning to end, salvation is of the Lord. In reality, these five doctrines of grace form one
comprehensive body of truth concerning salvation. They are inseparably connected and there-
fore stand or fall together. To embrace any one of the five necessitates embracing all five. To
deny one is to deny the others and fracture the Trinity, setting the three persons at odds with one
another. These doctrines speak together with one voice in giving the greatest glory to God. Such
high theology produces high doxology. When it is rightly understood that God alone—Father,
Son, and Spirit—saves sinners, then all glory goes to Him.

Source: Steven Lawson, TULIP and The Doctrines of Grace, Tabletalk magazine, 2019: https://
www .ligonier.org/blog/tulip-and-doctrines-grace/
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TULIP and The Doctrines of Grace

The central truth of God’s saving grace is succinctly stated in the assertion, “Salvation is of the
Lord.” This strong declaration means that every aspect of man’s salvation is from God and is
entirely dependent upon God. The onllsg contribution that we make is the sin that was laid upon
Jesus ghrist at the cross. The Apostle Paul affirmed this when he wrote, “From Him and through
Him and to Him are all things” (Rom. 11:36). This is to say, salvation is God determined, God
purchased, God applied, and God secured. From start to finish, salvation is of the Lord alone.

This truth is best summarized in the doctrines of §race, which are total depravity, unconditional
election, definite atonement, effectual calling, and preserving grace. These truths present the
triune God as the author of our salvation from beginning to end. Each member of the Godhead—
Father, Son, and Spirit—has a part to play in redemption, and they work together as one God to
rescue those perishing under divine wrath. In perfect unity, the three divine persons do the work
that hellbound sinners, utterly unable to save themselves, cannot do.

TOTAL DEPRAVITY

The first man, Adam, sinned, and his transgression and guilt were immediatelf/ imputed to all
mankind (Christ excepted). By this one act of disobedience, he became morally polluted in every
part of his being—mind, affections, body, and will. By this sin, death entered the world, and
Adam’s fellowship with God was broken.

Adam’s guilt and corruption were transmitted to his natural offspring at the moment of concep-
tion. In turn, each of his children’s children inherited this same radical fallenness. Subsequently,
it has been passed down to each generation to the present day. Adam’s perverse nature has
spread to the whole of every person. Apart from %race, our minds are darkened by sin, unable to
understand the truth. Our hearts are defiled, unable to love the truth. Our bodies are dying, pro-
gressing to physical death. Our wills are dead, unable to choose the good. Moral inability to
please God plagues every person from their entrance into the world. In their unregenerate state,
no one seeks after God. No one is capable of doing good. All are under the curse of the law,
which is eternal death.

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION

Long before Adam sinned, God had already decreed and determined salvation for sinners. In
eternity past, the Father chose a people in Christ who would be saved. Before time began, God
elected many from among mankind whom He purposed to save from His wrath. This selection
was not based upon any foreseen faith in those whom He chose. Nor was it prompted by their
inherent goodness. Instead, according to His infinite love and inscrutable wisdom, God set His
affection upon His elect.

The Father gave the elect to His Son to be His bride. Each one chosen was predestined by the
Father to be conformed to the image of His Son and to sing His praises forever. The Father com-
missioned His Son to enter this world and lay down His life to save these same chosen ones.
Likewise, the Father commissioned the Spirit to bring these same elect ones to faith in Christ.
The Son and the Spirit freely concurred in all these decisions, making salvation the undivided
work of the triune God.

DEFINITE ATONEMENT
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Welcome to Providence Bible-Presbyterian Church! If you are a visi-
tor here, please fill in the visitor's card so we can get in touch with you
and please stay behind for refreshment and fellowship.
2. If you would like to know more about today’s message or the Christian
gospel, please feel free to approach Pastor Weng or any of our members.
3. There is Lord’s Supper next Sunday. Please come prepared to partake the
elements.
4. There is Catechism class after the service today.

MEMORY VERSE
If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory

and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part
he is glorified. (1 Peter 4:14)

WCF SHORTER CATECHISM

18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell?

A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of Ad-
am’s first sin,[ 1] the want of original righteousness,[2] and the corruption of
his whole nature,[3] which is commonly called original sin; together with all
actual transgressions which proceed from it.[4]

[1] Romans 5:12, 19 [2] Romans 3:10 [3] Psalm 51:5 [4] Genesis 6:5

NEXT LORD’S DAY (12/05/19)

TITLE RESPONSIVE READING/TEXT | MESSENGER

Cornelius: The God-Fearing Gentile | Acts 10:25-43/Acts 10:1-8; 21-24 Pastor David

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS & NEXT LORD’S DAY (6 May 2019- 12 May 2019)

DATE MEETING/ACTIVITIES TIME & VENUE
Wed 8 May Prayer Meeting 7-8pm, 169 Brougham Dr, Valley View
Thus 9 May Ladies’ Fellowship 10am, 169 Brougham Dr, Valley View
Sun 12 May Worship Service 2:00-3:20pm, Church
Sun 12 May Children’s Sunday School 2:30-3:30pm, Church
Sun 12 May Catechism Class 3:45-4:15pm, Church

LAST SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS (28th April 2019)

Sunday Service Attendance | 21 | General Offerings $203.05

Mission Fund $30.00

Building Fund Total: $1560.00

PRAYER ITEMS & SUPPLICATIONS

1. Thanksgiving: For God’s providence, protection and provision in the past

week. Thank God for visitors in our midst today! Thank God for Cathy and
Daniel’s safe arrival to Adelaide. :

2. Pray for forgiveness of sins, our personal walk with the Lord and grace to live

a sanctified life.

3. Pray for the Australian government to rule our country with justice and equity

and for God’s guidance in the parliament.

4. Pray for Australian Federal Election on 18 May. May God guide the vot-

ers and grant them wisdom as they cast their votes.

5. Pray for God’s protection upon Israel and the salvation of the Jews.
6. Pray for the escalating persecution of Chinese house church Christians across

China.

7. Pray for missionaries around the world for protection, provision and for God’s

grace in the ministry and guidance: Brother Haiseng Lim and Evangelist :
Juniar and Helmi’s ministry in Mentawai islands West Sumatra.

8. Pray for those who are involved in the ministry of Providence B-P Church in

2019: Pulpit, Scripture reading, sermon interpreting, music ministry, ushering,

logistics & PA, Adult’s/Children’s Sunday School, Wed Prayer Meeting Fami-
ly Fellowship, Ladies Fellowship, church bulletin and etc. :

9. Pray for God’s guidance to start a youth Bible Study/fellowship.
10. Pray for evangelistic work and outreach in and around Sefton Park. :
! 11. Pray for Uni students: Shaun Shen, Esther Lim and Jamie Kellie. Grace Han

and Evelyn Yeo planning to study in Adelaide.

12. Pray for God’s provision for John and Michelle in China.
i 13. Pray for the salvation of family members, loved ones and friends. :
i 14. Pray for those who are distressed over various issues in life and are discour-

aged for different reasons.

15. Pray for God’s guidance for those who are looking for jobs: John and Michelle

(China).

E 16 Expectant mother: Michelle Yan. :
17. Health and healing: Rev. Edward Paauwe, Rev. Okman Ki, David Paauwe,

Michael Noble, & Bro. Kuan Pang Loh.

18. Journey Mercies: Rev. & Mrs. Edward Paauwe (Adelaide) & Melissa’s mom

(Singapore).
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